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TOPIC 1: 
 

THE CREATION OF AN INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTION DEALING WITH FEMINICIDE 

AND THE MEANS TO COMBAT IT 
 
 
 
 Etymologically speaking, the term "feminicide" results from a 
combination of two words (it is a "suitcase word") between "woman" and 
"homicide". It was popularised by two authors, Jill Radford, and Diana 
Russell, in a book they published in 1992: Feminicide, The Politics of 
Woman Killing. Subsequently, it was introduced into everyday language 
through its use by international bodies such as the UN and the WHO. 
 
 Feminicide is thus the act of killing a woman or a girl because of 
her sex. In other words, the motive for murder is predetermined by the 
gender of the victim. The WHO distinguishes between 4 cases of 
feminicide: 
 
1). Intimate feminicide: when it is committed by the victim's current or 
former spouse 
 
2). Honour killings: when a woman is killed for transgressing a moral code 
of conduct established by her family or community + the murder of the 
victim thus provides reparation for the family's honour. 
 
3). Dowry-related feminicide: when a woman is killed by her in-laws 
because the dowry, she brought into the marriage was deemed 
insufficient. 
 
4). Non-intimate feminicide: when there is a sexual assault or when 
women are explicitly targeted 
 
 Consequently, the term feminicide refers to a plurality of 
definitions in that each of the cases cited leads to different problems 
and solutions. Similarly, this implies that countries may be more 
concerned by some aspects than others, which has consequences for the 
measures they can take and the state of their legislation. 
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Key data 

 
 In 2019, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 
published a report showing that in 2017, 87,000 women had been killed 
and 58% of them were killed by a partner or family member. 
 Depending on the region of the world, some countries are less 
affected than others. The number of women killed in 2017 corresponds 
to: Asia (20,000), Africa (19,000), the American continent (8,000), 
Europe (3,000) and Oceania (300). At the European level, Germany 
leads the way with 189 women killed in 2017 by their spouse or ex-spouse, 
compared with 83 for Romania, 54 for Spain and 70 for the United 
Kingdom. Among Latin American countries, Mexico is in the lead, closely 
followed by Brazil. Concerning the situation in Asia, the case of China 
and India is different since, mainly due to the one-child policy for the 
first country, feminicides are often those of little girls killed at birth. In 
Africa, Senegal is the most dangerous country for women, accounting for 
87% of murder victims. Finally, it is also important to note that in South 
Africa, it is estimated that every day at least 3 women die at the hands 
of their husbands. However, the African continent and Asia are also 
subject to a significant lack of data due to the fact that few studies on 
feminicides are conducted there. This only partially allows us to analyse 
the situation in these countries. 
 Generally speaking, the WHO estimates that there are 5,000 
honour killings per year, that the most affected regions are the Middle 
East and South Asia and that feminicide linked to dowry involves 
between 7,600 and 25,000 newlyweds. Similarly, it has been estimated 
that in 2016 there will be 1800 feminicides in Latin America. 
 

Regional Framework 
 

 The country's recognition of feminicide can be described as slow 
and disparate. The most pioneering country was Argentina. In 1994, 
thanks to the Convention of Belem do Para, it was the first to adopt a 
binding text on violence against women. One of the reasons for this was 
that it was the region of the world most affected by gender crimes. 
Therefore, this text was mainly a legislative response to a legislative 
need. More generally, even though Argentina initiated it, this convention 
concerns several countries in the Americas. However, in the long term, 
the effectiveness of this convention can be questioned since Brazil and 
Mexico, which signed it, still have the highest rate of feminicide in Latin 
America. 
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 In Europe, the phenomenon is slower and recognition is lagging 
behind. Spain is the first country to openly fight against violence against 
women following the feminicide of Ana Orantes in 1997. This news item 
had deeply shocked the country. Ana Orantes had been a victim of 
domestic violence for 40 years. She had spoken out on this subject on a 
local news channel. However, two weeks later, she was burned alive by 
her husband. This feminicide thus pushed the Spanish government to 
start restructuring their penal code by allowing women victims of 
violence to obtain free psychological and legal assistance. Moreover, it 
is written that if the accused denies the facts against him, he may be 
liable to a prison sentence. We can therefore consider this to be a victory 
in the protection of battered women and in the fight and thus prevention 
of feminicide. 
 As far as other European countries are concerned, the recognition 
of this was later. In fact, it was only in 2013 that Italy strengthened the 
sanctions against domestic violence and recognised that the 
disfigurement of a woman was a macho crime punishable by 15 years' 
imprisonment. However, in some countries, such as France, the term 
'feminicide' has still not been adopted by the penal code and it is sexism 
that is considered an aggravating condition of a crime or offence. This 
measure is part of a desire not to create a specific category for women 
and therefore to allow these rules to be applied to men as well. 
 Brazil has adopted a more original measure, based on self-defence 
and not on the punishment of the crime. It is therefore a preventive 
measure that consists of making it easier to possess firearms in the home. 
This decision has been strongly criticised, particularly by former victims 
of domestic violence who believe that this measure will facilitate 
feminicide insofar as the spouses themselves will have easier access to 
weapons and therefore a greater tendency to violence and murder. 
 

International Framework 
 
 On 11 May 2011, the Istanbul Convention was concluded in Turkey 
at the Council of Europe. This convention therefore concerns most of the 
European Union Member States. It is often considered to be the most 
advanced convention on violence against women in Europe. It is a 
binding agreement, the application of which is systematically verified by 
GREVIO, a group of experts. The signatory countries therefore commit 
themselves to a number of measures such as conducting regular 
awareness-raising campaigns or working closely with NGOs or ensuring 
the creation of therapeutic programmes for perpetrators of domestic 
violence and sex offenders. 
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Role of the international system 
 

 Although none of the resolutions adopted by the UN have 
specifically concerned feminicide, in November 2020, the UN Third 
Committee, responsible for social, human and cultural issues, attempted 
to have 11 texts adopted. These texts dealt with all forms of violence 
against women and girls and were written in the context of the 
coronavirus pandemic. Indeed, the successive confinements have had the 
effect of increasing domestic violence.  
 
 In order to target women's issues more precisely, the UN Women 
Collective has been created in a large number of countries and 
campaigns for women's rights. With regard to feminicides, it regularly 
reports on the situation in figures and encourages the countries in which 
it is established to modify their legislative framework to allow for more 
protection and prevention. 

 
 
 

The role of associations 
 

 In the fight against feminicide, even though it is the national and 
international bodies that decide on the adoption of new measures, the 
role and impact of associations should not be neglected. They are the 
first to militate and alarm public opinion about the current situation. 
They are also sources of information as they regularly conduct surveys 
and compile statistics. Finally, they provide a forum for women to testify 
about the violence they may have suffered. 
 
 These associations can be national or international. For example, 
in France, the Association des Familles de Victimes de Féminicides 
(AFVF) tries to prevent feminicides by supporting women victims of 
violence and accompanying the relatives of victims. 
 
 The association "Pro Mujer" is based in the United States but aims 
to intervene in Latin American countries such as Mexico, Guatemala, 
Nicaragua, Peru, Bolivia and Argentina. This association contributes to 
changing mentalities in countries where domestic violence is a scourge. 
Its objective is to create a link with the victims by using technology. 
Beyond that, it also means giving a voice to women who are too often 
considered inferior to men. 
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The increase in feminicides as a result  
of the health crisis 

 
 We cannot ignore the fact that the unprecedented context of the 
year 2020 has created a framework conducive to domestic violence. It 
has therefore necessarily increased the risk and the number of 
feminicides. This pandemic has, for example, resulted in an increase in 
the number of rapes in Nigeria. But it has also led to an increase in the 
number of women disappearing in Peru and, of course, to an increase in 
the number of feminicides in Brazil and Mexico.  
 
 The UN Women thus reveals that only one country in eight has put 
in place measures to mitigate the effects of the pandemic on women and 
girls. In terms of regions of the world, Europe has been the most active 
with 294 new measures taken, while in Africa there have been only 150. 
 
 
 
 
 

Conclusion 
 

 The subject of feminicide must be considered in an intertemporal 
dimension. In other words, the past should not be neglected and focus 
only on the present. It is also an all-encompassing subject that concerns 
all countries, regardless of their political and economic systems, religions 
and cultures. It must also be understood that the term feminicide is a 
plural notion because there is not just one type of feminicide but a 
plurality of motives that lead to it.  
 
 Feminicide is a concept that is debated internationally and is 
difficult to reach a consensus on. Even though everyone agrees that it is 
a scourge that needs to be curbed, the establishment of a common 
legislative framework is complex as everyone has a different vision of 
what needs to be applied or not. 
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TOPIC 2: 
 

THE CREATION OF AN INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTION ON THE PROTECTION OF 

SEXUAL MINORITIES 
 
 
 
 A gender and sexual minority, or sexual minority sexuality is 
defined as a group whose sexual identity, orientation or practices differ 
from the majority in the surrounding society. Therefore the term does not 
only refer to sexual practices but also to gender.  
 Specifically, sexual orientation describes how a person may feel 
about people of a particular gender, both physically and emotionally. 
Similarly, gender identity is defined as the way a person feels about their 
gender and their body, but also the ways in which they perceive 
themselves to be related to that body. 
 Historically, these people are represented by the letter LGBT. The 
first means "Lesbian" and describes a person with a female identity who 
is physically and emotionally attracted to other girls. The letter G means 
"Gay" and refers to a person of male identity who is physically and 
emotionally attracted to other boys. The letter B refers to "Bisexual" 
people who are physically and emotionally attracted to people of more 
than one gender. Finally, the letter T refers to "Transgender" which is a 
term used for people who identify with a different gender than the one 
assigned to them at birth. 
 However, over time, other letters have been added in order to 
represent all sexual minorities as comprehensively as possible. This is the 
case, for example, with the letter Q, which stands for 'Queer' and is used 
to encompass all the sexual orientations and gender identities of the 
community. 
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Key data 
 While the number of people in the LGBT community is difficult to 
determine, the violence, crimes and assaults against them are more easily 
quantifiable. For example, over the last year the UK has seen a 20% 
increase in homophobic attacks within the country. Today, 74 countries 
around the world still consider being gay or lesbian to be a punishable 
crime. For example, in Nigeria, Sudan, or Somalia, it is a crime punishable 
by the death penalty. 
 Similarly, there have been some setbacks. At the end of last year, 
an anti-LGBT bill was tabled in the Polish Parliament. The aim of this 
law is to ban LGBT marches and demonstrations to avoid promoting 
'non-heterosexual orientations'. 
 Violence against members of the LGBT community is also 
widespread. For example, the Brazilian NGO 'Grupo Gai da Bahia' 
estimated that between 1980 and 2009, 3,196 homosexuals were 
murdered. 64% were men, 4% were women and 32% were transgender. 
As another example, the FBI estimated that in 2008, homophobic crimes 
accounted for 0.03% of intentional homicides. In Canada, it is estimated 
that approximately 10% of hate crimes in the country were motivated by 
sexual orientation.  
 On 12 June 2016, the Orlando killing took place in the United States. 
It killed 49 people and injured 50, and was directly targeted at an LGBT 
nightclub.  
 South American countries are not immune to violence either. 
Between January 2013 and March 2014, 594 LGBT people were murdered 
in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 The British National Statistics Office (ONS) surveys 34,000 people 
in England and Wales every year on crimes and offences against them. 
This has enabled it to estimate that one in four transgender people is a 
victim of a crime. This suggests that transgender people are twice as 
likely to be victims. 
 A few years ago, the non-governmental organisation Transgender 
Europe set up the "Transrespect versus Transphobia Worldwide" project, 
which identified 2115 murders of transgender people around the world 
between January 2008 and April 2016. 78% of these crimes were 
committed in Central and Southern Europe. Similarly, it can be estimated 
that the 6 most dangerous countries for transgender people are: Brazil, 
Mexico, Colombia, Venezuela, Honduras and Guatemala. 
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Regional framework 
 

 Among the countries at the forefront of the protection of sexual 
minorities is Quebec, which, thanks to its 1977 Charter of Human Rights 
and Freedoms, prohibits discrimination based on sexual orientation. 
Similarly, Argentina has also enacted a unique law. In 2012, the 
government of Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner enacted a law on gender 
identity. This law allows transgender people to change their sex on their 
birth certificates without the need for psychological or medical tests. In 
addition, access to hormone treatment and surgery is now considered a 
legal right and free of charge. This law has helped to reduce the abuse 
of the transgender community by 10%. This makes Argentina the 11th 
most dangerous country for transgender people, placing it far behind its 
neighboring countries. 
 Similarly, since January 27, 2014, Europe has become the first and 
only continent where homosexuality has been decriminalized. 
 A few months ago, the National Assembly of Italy passed a law on 
homophobia. This law penalizes all forms of physical and verbal 
aggression against a person because of his or her sexual orientation. 
 The protection of the rights of the LGBT community also takes 
place in daily life. In June 2020, the United States Supreme Court 
granted homosexual and transgender employees the right to benefit 
from mechanisms to combat discrimination in the workplace. 
 On the Asian continent, Taiwan was the first to allow same-sex 
marriage in 2019. Moreover, it was only in 2018 that the Supreme Court 
of India ruled that Article 377 of its Penal Code was unconstitutional. It 
prohibited "carnal intercourse against the order of nature. As a result, 
homosexuality was decriminalized. 
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International framework 
 Strictly speaking, there is no international convention targeting the 
protection of the rights of sexual minorities. Nevertheless, these 
minorities are nevertheless protected by certain international 
instruments. For example, Article 2.2 of the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights prohibits discrimination on the 
basis of gender as well as discrimination based on other situations. 
 Article 4 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
is somewhat more specific. It prohibits discrimination on the basis of 
gender as well as sexual orientation. Similarly, article 17 of the ICCPR 
protects the right to privacy of LGBT persons. This article could 
contribute to the invalidation of national laws that criminalize certain 
sexual practices. 
 At the European level, the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 
European Union explicitly prohibits sexual orientation as a ground for 
discrimination in its Article 21.  
 At the American level, the resolution of the Organization of 
American States does the same. 
 

Role of the international system 
 The United Nations Human Rights Committee has played a key 
role in the interpretation of international conventions and covenants. 
With respect to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, the committee has recognized that the concepts of gender 
identity and sexual orientation are taken into account by the articles. 
Similarly, in Toonen v. Australia, the Committee recognized that a law 
that condemned certain sexual practices was discriminatory against 
homosexual persons. Accordingly, the Committee considered sexual 
orientation to be a prohibited ground of discrimination, along with 
gender identity. 
 In 2014, the European Court of Human Rights recognized and 
protected the right to privacy of the LGBT community by condemning 
certain procedures aimed at determining the sexual orientation of 
applicants such as phallometric tests or detailed interrogations about 
the applicants' sexual life. 
 On June 30, 2016, the UN created the position of Special 
Rapporteur on Violence and Discrimination on Grounds of Sexual 
Orientation and Gender Identity. 
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The place of transgender persons in arms 
 The question of the place of transgender people in everyday life 
may seem like a simple subject. However, in some situations, transgender 
people do not enjoy the same rights. This is for example the case of 
access to the professions in the army. While some countries make no 
distinctions based on gender, this is not the case in the United States, 
for example. The U.S. government decided in April 2019 that women 
could only join the military if they agreed not to change their sex. The 
government justifies this discriminatory measure by the fact that it is not 
a prohibition but that the exclusion of these people is necessary because 
they would be suffering from a "serious mental illness that could affect 
the level of preparation of units and their combat effectiveness". 
 This issue is not unique to the United States because while 
transgender persons are accepted into the armies of other countries, 
their situation is not equal. For example, it was only in 2020 that the 
German army openly acknowledged that it had discriminated against 
members of the LGBT community through degradation and even 
exclusion. 
 

Conclusion 
 The subject of the protection of sexual minorities thus makes it 
possible to bring together people whose sexual orientation does not 
correspond to that of the majority of society, but also people whose 
gender identity does not correspond to the one assigned to them at birth. 
 While the implementation of measures guaranteeing their 
protection is necessary, it is difficult to find a consensus between several 
countries, particularly because of the differences in national positions 
and legislation on this subject. Although this is a contemporary subject, 
many countries are still lagging behind and it is difficult to change 
mentalities. 
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