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TOPIC 1: 
 

CONFLICTS IN THE CHINA SEA 
 
 
 

The indo-pacific zone at the heart of global 
issues 

 
The Indo-Pacific 

 
 
 The Indo-Pacific zone is becoming a hub of global trade and 
political influence. It is a major place of international maritime transit, 
but it is the scene of strong territorial and international tensions. 
Military tensions and unilateral decisions by China and the United 
States have exacerbated diplomatic confrontations in a zone that is 
tilting towards containment.   
 
 Indeed, the conflicts in the China Sea are rooted in the almost 
elusive concept of the indo-pacific. Historically, this term referred to an 
economic area during the 1970s, at a time when East Asian countries 
were experiencing high growth rates. Now, the definition is as much 
geographical - covering both the Indian and Pacific Oceans, and 
therefore countries with a gateway to these oceans - as it is diplomatic, 
economic, and military. 
 
 Consequently, the term feminicide refers to a plurality of 
definitions in that each of the cases cited leads to different problems 
and solutions. Similarly, this implies that countries may be more 
concerned by some aspects than others, which has consequences for the 
measures they can take and the state of their legislation. 
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Figure 1 

 

 
https://www.asie21.com/2019/07/06/une-nouvelle-strategie-de-politique-etrangere-strategie-indo-pacifique-libre-
et-ouverte/ 
  
 Before a speech by Shinzo Abe, the Japanese Prime Minister at the 
time, in New Delhi in 2007, the focus was on Asia Pacific. This notion 
dates to the time of the British Empire and its establishment in this 
region. Since the end of the Second World War, Japan has begun its 
great conquests, recovering almost all the territories of the region. The 
USSR is also seeking to form a coalition in this area. The concept that 
imposed itself during this period (60') is that of Asia Pacific, taken out 
by Japan, which tries to get closer to the ASEAN countries. There is talk 
of the fall of the bamboo curtain in Asia, which separated the anti-
communist construction that was ASEAN (true origin) and communist 
Asia. This is the moment when this zone is slowly establishing itself as the 
world's leading economic zone. It is a recent, vague concept, which 
expresses a fear of the rise of a new power. India is even leaning clearly 
towards communism until very late in the game. The idea is simply 
contextual: to oppose a rising China that does not respect the rules and 
has a relatively brutal policy. All this may therefore seem very fragile 
and unlikely to collapse.  
 

Major geopolitical and economic challenges 
 

 From an economic point of view, 16 of the world's top 20 ports are 
in this zone, including Singapore and Hong Kong. The stock exchanges  
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also carry a lot of weight there. The China Sea is also full of resources, 
while land resources are becoming scarcer, and these resources present 
advantages for the countries of the region. Some of the most important 
sea routes pass through this southern China Sea. This sea is marked by 
6 straits, the Strait of Malacca. 

Fishing accounts for 55% of the world's catch, with great fishing 
resources in the South China Sea. Some countries have made it their 
main crop. For the maritime countries in this area, seafood plays a 
fundamental role in their food supply. The biggest fishing countries are 
China, Peru, Thailand, Japan, Korea, and Vietnam. These issues often 
become conflicts. With the switch to industrial fishing, it is the Thais who 
are the first to take the plunge. Huge fishing grounds are extended. 
Conflicts became virulent from the 80' when China, in its turn, set up an 
industrial fishing fleet and came to fish close to the coast.  

The South China Sea has, mainly in the waters of the Paracel’s and 
Spradley’s islands, guano - a heap of sea bird or bat droppings that has 
long been the habitat of sea birds - but above all about 10 million tonnes 
of phosphates as well as 7.7 billion barrels of oil (equivalent to 0.5% of 
the world's reserves).  

Claimed spaces 
 

 The notions of geography and territory: 
Figure 2 

 
 https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-sciences/maritime-boundary 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/earth-and-planetary-sciences/maritime-boundary
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• The territorial sea: this is the area that borders the coast for a 
maximum width of 12 nautical miles. The coastal state is sovereign 
there but is obliged to allow free passage for foreign vessels. 

• The EEZ (Exclusive Economic Zone): its width is a maximum of 
200 nautical miles. It reserves exclusive rights for the State 
concerned to explore, exploit, and manage natural resources. An 
EEZ is therefore a power factor. However, the coastal State does 
not have total sovereignty over its EEZ. Other States have freedom 
of navigation and overflight and can lay pipelines or submarine 
cables. 

• The continental shelf is the extension of land territory under the 
sea for a maximum distance of 350 miles. The riparian state has 
exclusive rights to explore and exploit natural resources. 

 
Tensions in the China Sea arise from the intertwining of the 

exclusive economic zones of the various actors in the region, which are 
exacerbated by resources. The latter therefore focus on territorial 
sovereignty over the Paracel and Spratly Islands. 
 

Figure 3 

 
US defense department 
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Historical background 
 

 Disputes in the different states: 
 
1. The claim of sovereignty over the individual characteristics of each 
of the islands based on the historical presence or occupation and 
administration of the islands by the countries of the former Soviet Union. 
2. The size of sea areas which can be categorised according to 
different characteristics. Under the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea, islands above sea level at high tide and capable of 
supporting human habitation or independent economic activity are 
either an exclusive economic zone or a continental shell extending up to 
several hundred nautical miles from the coast. In this dispute, the country 
has exclusive rights over the natural resources they contain. 
 

The SPECPOL Committee must therefore focus on maritime 
sovereignty in relation to the following issues, the delimitation of the 
exclusive economic zones and thus determine which resources accrue to 
which state. 
 
1. Pinnacle Islands, northeast of Taiwan in the East China Sea 
2. Spratly Islands, off the coast of the Philippines in the South China Sea 
3. Paracel Islands, off the Vietnamese and Chinese coasts in the South 
China Sea 
 
 

Figure 4 
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The south china sea 
 
 The islands, islets and reefs of the South China Sea can be 
grouped into two island chains. The Paracel Islands, contested by China 
and Vietnam, are available in the north-western corner of the sea while 
the Spratly Islands, contested by China, Brunei, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, and Vietnam, are in the southeast corner. 
 

The Republic of China claims most of this maritime territory (see 
Figure 4). Indeed, in 1947 Beijing claimed an area defined by the nine 
dashes. This area would be legitimate in view of the history of China with 
its islands. Thus in 1947, the Spratly and Paracel’s Islands were considered 
by Beijing as part of China. 
 

However, this territory claimed by the Republic of China overlaps 
with the Exclusive Economic Zones of the Philippines, Malaysia, Vietnam, 
and Brunei. Each of these countries has its own claims in this area.  
 

Vietnam questions China's narrative and asserts its historical right 
to the Paracel and Spratly after having ruled these islands since the 17th 
century. The Filipinos claim Spratly, while Brunei and Malaysia claim only 
small parts of the Spratly Islands. 
 
 

Figure 5 
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For decades Vietnam and the Philippines, which claim 21 and 8 

islands respectively, have been building islands in the South China Sea 
and building on existing islands. Vietnam, Taiwan, and the Philippines 
have all stationed military forces on at least some of their islands, but 
Vietnam, in accordance with UNCLOS regulations, has not stationed 
troops on what it calls "floating islands" - those built on submerged 
sandbanks, reefs and other territorial areas.  

 
Unlike other claimants, China has, at least briefly, placed military 

equipment on its artificial islands, and officials have announced that 
the government is considering doing so again. More importantly, only 
China has enough military vessels capable of protecting its claims. 

 
According to Article 89 of the Montego Bay Convention, "no State 

may legitimately claim to subject any part of the high seas to its 
sovereignty". However, in 1992, the Chinese Parliament passed a 
maritime law, which placed most of the South China Sea under its 
sovereignty. The area claimed included areas of exploitation as well as 
facilities controlled by Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines 

 
Figure 6 
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The east china sea 
 

Five small islands and three islets, all uninhabited and located in 
the East China Sea, are disputed right down to their names. Historically 
called the Pinnacle Islands, they are better known as the Senkaku Islands 
in Japan and the Diaoyu Islands in the People's Republic of China.  
 
 

The islands are strategically important due to the passage of major 
shipping lanes, they offer rich fishing grounds and are close to potential 
oil and gas reserves. They are also in a strategic military position, 
escalating between the United States and China for the military primacy 
of the Asia-Pacific region. Both Japan and China support their claims to 
the Pinnacle Islands over the history of the region. China has recognised 
the existence of the islands since the 15th century and has been claiming 
them for itself since the 16th century. Japan claims that the uninhabited 
islands were not occupied by any power, "terra nullius", and thus annexed 
them in 1895 shortly after its victory in the Sino-Japanese War. Since 
then, the Japanese government has consistently considered the islands 
to be an integral part of its territory. The islands have always been under 
the effective control of Japan, except for 1945 to 1972, when they were 
placed under the administration of the United States as part of Okinawa 
Prefecture. Prior to 1971, China did not express any objection to Japanese 
sovereignty over the islands. 

 
Figure 7 

 

 
 

The conflict on the islands is a time bomb, given the considerable 
impact of the issues involved. Despite Japanese claims that Chinese 
interests in the islands are driven mainly by the possibility of large oil  
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fields, there has been little constructive dialogue between the two 
countries involved in the recent conflicts over island ownership. The 
conflict has remained relatively quiet for decades. However, the maritime 
border between Japan and China over five islands resurfaced in 2011 
when the Japanese government agreed to pay 2 billion yen (17 million 
euros) to buy the three islands it did not own from private owners. 

 
Since then, China has been outraged by the behaviour of the 

Japanese government. Beijing therefore created a new air defence 
identification zone in 2013. Every object flying in the zone should 
therefore make itself known to the Chinese authorities. Tensions are thus 
exacerbated between these 2 states which have the will to administer its 
islands. These tensions are reflected in international diplomacy. 

 
 

Chronologies of incidents in these regions 
 

1967 Creation of ASEAN to fight against communism and stabilize the 
region. 

1968 First Chinese estimates of oil reserves (17.7 billion gross tons) 
Philippines send troops to Spratley annexing 53 islands 
(Kalayaan) 
Taiwanese refusal to recall the army positioned at Itu Aba 
(Spratley) 

1974 Saigon Signs South China Sea Oil Drilling Concession 
Battle of the Paracels between China and South Vietnam 
China annexes the Paracels after killing 64 Vietnamese sailors 

1977 Battle of Itu Aba between Taiwan and the Philippines 
Taiwan keeps Itu Aba, but the Philippines recovers nearby islands 

1978 Philippines claims Mischief Reef 
1983 A German ship is sunk in the Spratley Islands  

No State acknowledges to be the author of the shipwreck 
1984 Brunei, without claims, creates a fishing area around Mischief 

Reef 
Battle of Johnson Reefs between China and Vietnam  
Breach of diplomatic relations between the two States 

1992 China annexes South Johnson Reef in the Philippine EEZ 
Brunei claims Louisa Reef 

1994 China claims Taiwan and the entire South China Sea 
China builds shelters for its fishermen on Mischief Reef 

1995 Philippines denounces Chinese behavior in the South China Sea 
Filipinos find Chinese military installations on Mischief Reef 

1998 Diplomatic crisis between China and the Philippines 
China installs a submarine base on Hainan 
It protects the South China Sea from the American base in 
Singapore. 
China is conducting oil exploration in the claimed areas. 
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Many Filipino and Vietnamese ships are rammed 

2001 A Chinese fighter plane hits an American patrol plane 
Diplomatic crisis between China and the United States 

2002 ASEAN Good Conduct Agreement signed by China 
South China Sea Rule of Non-Use of Force 

2004 Vietnam builds an airport in the Spratleys on Tuong SA 
The American press unveils the Kra canal project in the pearl 
necklace (scandal) 
China-India Strategic Partnership on Maritime Security 

2006 Rerouting of a French ship by the Chinese navy off the Paracels 
- Diplomatic tensions 
Ramming of Vietnamese exploration vessels by the Chinese Navy 

2009 U.S. science ship chased out of South Hainan by a Chinese flotilla 
Sino-American diplomatic crisis 
Demonstration of strength during the 60th anniversary of the 
revolution in Beijing 
Eight Chinese trawlers are boarded by the Indonesian navy near 
Natuna. 
Vietnam and Malaysia take dispute to UN General Assembly 

2011 Chinese patrol boats board Vietnamese oil exploration vessel 
2012 Philippines calls out a Chinese frigate on Mischief Reef 

Manoeuvres between the United States and the Philippines near 
the Spratleys 
Manoeuvres between the United States and Vietnam in its 
territorial waters 
Fighting between the Vietnamese and Taiwanese armies in 
Spratley 
Chinese manoeuvres in the Spratleys 

2013 Tensions around oil exploration 
Rearmament of the South China Sea Marines 

2014 Chinese oil platform in an area claimed by Vietnam Riots in 
Vietnam 
Creation of an administrative zone by China in the South China 
Sea 
ASEAN denounces Chinese behaviour 
Confrontations with Vietnam in the Paracels 
Confrontations with the Philippines around Scarborough 
 
Chinese blockade of a Philippine base in the Spratley Mountains 
Construction of naval air bases on coral reefs 
The United States condemns this work and demands that it be 
stopped. 
First Japanese position on conflicts, condemns China 
Presentation of the carrier-killing missile by Beijing at its annual 
parade - Only Vladimir Putin and Ban Ki Moon were invited to 
the event 

2015 Great Wall of Sand, massive destruction of the seabed by China 
Increase in freedom of navigation patrols by the United States 
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Regular incidents between the Chinese Navy and ships of the 
riparian states 

2016 PCA judgment, strong reactions from China, Taiwan, and 
Vietnam 
Refusal of enforcement of the award by these States 
American submarine UAV seized by China off the Philippines 

2017 Beginning of a Sino-American diplomatic crisis 
Donald Trump, Rex Tillerson and Steve Bannon are the critics 
of the new system. 

 
  

 
Positions of the actors involved 

 
Republic of China 

 
China claims the islands and uses its diplomatic power but also its 

military power. This nation relies on historical documents, some of the 
islands are said to have been discovered as early as the Han dynasty 
more than 2000 years ago. 
  
One of the most widely used justification tools in China is a map drawn 
in 1947 by the Kouo-Min-Tang government to show the country's 
historical waters. In 2009, China submitted a note verbal to the UN 
Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf, declaring its 
jurisdiction over the waters surrounding the islands in the South China 
Sea. China is therefore questioning the various treaties established on 
maritime law.  
 

The major setback of this strategy was the arbitration established 
between China and the Philippines. The Permanent Court of Arbitration 
(PCA) in The Hague on Tuesday ruled that China has no "historic rights" 
over most of the strategic waters of the South China Sea, agreeing with 
the Philippines. The PCA ruled that some of the People's Republic's 
actions in the region were illegal and said it had "aggravated the 
dispute" by its activities on the disputed islands, while damaging the 
environment. Beijing rejected the arbitration reaffirming its "historic 
rights" in the South China Sea and its sovereignty over the Paracel and 
Spratly Islands. 
 

 
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN) 
 

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a regional 
grouping that promotes economic, political and security cooperation  
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among its ten members: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. The ASEAN 
countries have a total population of 650 million people and a combined 
gross domestic product (GDP) of $2.8 trillion. The group has played a 
central role in Asian economic integration, leading negotiations among 
Asia-Pacific nations to form one of the world's largest free trade blocs 
and signing six free trade agreements with other regional economies. 
 

Figure 8 
 

 
 

ASEAN was not intended to take part in this territorial conflict, 
however, due to the involvement of different member countries, ASEAN 
had to take a position as follows: 
 

“The Parties concerned undertake to resolve their territorial and 
jurisdictional disputes by peaceful means, without resorting to the threat 
or use of force, through friendly consultations and negotiations by 
sovereign states directly concerned” . 
“The Parties undertake to exercise self-restraint in the conduct of 
activities that would complicate or escalate disputes and affect peace 
and stability including, among others, refraining from action of 
inhabiting on the presently uninhabited islands, reefs, shoals, cays, and 
other features and to handle their differences in a constructive manner.” 
 

Notwithstanding the signing of this declaration, the Republic China, 
Vietnam, and the Philippines have repeatedly failed to comply with them. 
opportunities. 
 

United nations 
 

The United States believe that the Declaration of Conduct signed 
by the ASEAN countries and China has not was sufficiently effective.  
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They recommend peaceful solutions to this dispute, such as negotiations 
and arbitrations, greater transparency for claimants as to their rights 
and obligations, and the term "capabilities, actions and intentions at 
sea".  
 

Figure 9 
 

 
Increasing militarization of the zone 

 
In the United States, there was an eight per cent increase in defence 

spending in the United States. Asia-Pacific maritime defence spending. 
Their intention is to help enforce the laws of the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), such as the freedom of 
movement of goods and services. to enable ships and aircraft of any 
country to exercise their rights of navigation, to allow them to safe 
navigation. They do so by challenging the plaintiffs' attempts to restrict 
the freedom of navigation, reflecting the United States' position that 
these areas would be considered as international waters, as they were 
traffic routes essential. The final challenge (January 30, 2016) was to 
challenge the policy that the transit through territorial areas required 
prior authorisation or notification to the authorities. applicants. 
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Republic of the Philippines 

 
The Philippines claim derives from UNCLOS, which includes an 

economic zone which extends over 200 nautical miles and the territorial 
waters extend over 12 nautical miles from the baseline of the coast. They 
occupy nine of the Spratlys with its military presence being only second 
to that of Vietnam in the vicinity. The area has been first claimed by a 
Filipino citizen and the deed was then transferred to the government of 
President Ferdinand Marcos in 1974, who then declared them to be the 
part of the Philippine territory in a Presidential Decree of 1978. The 
Philippines have filed a complaint against China's allegations on the 
"nine dotted lines" drawn of the map drawn by the Kuomintang 
government, and the arbitral tribunal in The Hague has largely ruled in 
favour of the Philippines. 
 

Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
 

Vietnam's history poses many grey areas regarding their claims. in 
this issue. Vietnam was divided into Northern Vietnam and Southern 
Vietnam until 1976. When Vietnam was separated again in 1956, 
Northern Vietnam, supported by its communist allies the Soviet Union 
and the People's Republic of China, accepted that the Spratly and 
Paracel Islands were legitimately and historically Chinese.  
 

However, the same year, the state opposed to South Vietnam 
announced that it had annexed the Spratly and Paracel islands and 
reopened an abandoned French camp on one of the Paracel Islands. 
After the reunification of northern and southern Vietnam, the new 
capital, Hanoi, adopted the position of the South Vietnam and claimed 
that all the islands in the South China Sea are their belonged. Three 
White Papers were also published in Vietnam in 1979, 1981 and 1988 to 
present a wide range of historical data to prove its acquisition islands in 
the South China Sea since the 17th century. The Vietnamese occupy of 
the Spratly Islands and underlines their claim by strengthening their 
claim by strengthening their military presence in the region. 
 
 

Malaysia 
 

In the South China Sea, Malaysia is advancing eleven claims in the 
Spratly Islands when it already occupies eight of them, the others being 
occupied by the Philippines or Vietnam. Malaysia's position on this issue 
is mainly centred on its ties with the People's Republic of China even 
though they go against China in claiming the islands.  
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They thus have an interest in maintaining strong bilateral relations, 
which have warmed up since the end of the Cold War, beyond the conflict 
in the South China Sea. In Malaysia, China is presented as an 
opportunity, then a threat to its interests, which, by continuing to 
strengthen economic relations between the two countries, would better 
serve Malaysia's needs. They take a "security" approach to the issue, 
which does not allow the South China Sea problem to overshadow the 
bilateral ties of nations. 
 

 
The Russian Federation 

 
The position of the Russian Federation is special in that it has 

historical and current ties with two opposing claimants, Vietnam, and the 
People's Republic of China. In 2015 seeing a surge in China-Russia 
relations, the position of the Russian Federation should be clear. 
However, due to the presence of Vietnam, one of the largest buyers of 
Russian military equipment, opposing China on a maritime dispute, it has 
led the Russian Federation's current position on the South China Sea 
dispute to be non-existent. The Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs limits 
itself to neutrality on this issue, as well as peaceful resolutions and 
respect for international law. 
 

The European Union 
 

The European Union's position regarding the disputes over the 
South China Sea is neutral, resulting in a resolution of the dispute by "a 
maritime order based on the principles of international law" and 
"opposing any attempt to assert territorial or maritime claims Use of 
intimidation, coercion, force or any unilateral action that might lead to 
further friction". Furthermore, in a document published by the European 
Union on 15 June 2012, its guidelines on foreign and security policy in 
East Asia encourage ASEAN and the People's Republic of China to 
"agree on a code of conduct”. 
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Diplomatic actions on these  

territorial disputes 
 

The United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea (UNCLOS), also called the Law of the 
Sea Convention or the Law of the Sea treaty 

 
The Convention entered into force in accordance with its 

article 308 on 16 November 1994, 12 months after the date of 
deposit of the sixtieth instrument of ratification or accession. 
Today, it is the globally recognized regime dealing with all matters 
relating to the law of the sea. 
 

The Convention (full text) comprises 320 articles and nine 
annexes, governing all aspects of ocean space, such as delimitation, 
environmental control, marine scientific research, economic and 
commercial activities, transfer of technology and the settlement of 
disputes relating to ocean matters. 
 

Some of the key features of the Convention are the following: 
• Coastal States exercise sovereignty over their territorial sea which 

they have the right to establish its breadth up to a limit not to 
exceed 12 nautical miles; foreign vessels are allowed "innocent 
passage" through those waters. 

• Ships and aircraft of all countries are allowed "transit passage" 
through straits used for international navigation; States bordering 
the straits can regulate navigational and other aspects of passage. 

• Archipelagic States, made up of a group or groups of closely 
related islands and interconnecting waters, have sovereignty over 
a sea area enclosed by straight lines drawn between the outermost 
points of the islands; the waters between the islands are declared 
archipelagic waters where States may establish sea lanes and air 
routes in which all other States enjoy the right of archipelagic 
passage through such designated sea lanes. 

• Coastal States have sovereign rights in a 200-nautical mile 
exclusive economic zone (EEZ) with respect to natural resources 
and certain economic activities, and exercise jurisdiction over 
marine science research and environmental protection. 

• All other States have freedom of navigation and overflight in the 
EEZ, as well as freedom to lay submarine cables and pipelines. 

• States Parties are obliged to settle by peaceful means their 
disputes concerning the interpretation or application of the 
Convention. 
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• Disputes can be submitted to the International Tribunal for the 

Law of the Sea established under the Convention, to the 
International Court of Justice, or to arbitration. Conciliation is also 
available and, in certain circumstances, submission to it would be 
compulsory. The Tribunal has exclusive jurisdiction over deep 
seabed mining disputes. 

 
Figure 10 

 

 
 
 

The Code of Conduct and the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations 

 
The ASEAN Forum is the main multilateral platform for discussing 

the various issues related to the South China Sea, but its achievements 
remain modest. The 1992 Declaration on the South China Sea and the 
2002 Declaration on the Conduct of the Parties in the South China Sea 
set out the basic principles for avoiding disputes but do not provide any 
mechanism for resolving them. Both documents provide for a Code of 
Conduct to promote peace and stability in the region. Following a unified 
ASEAN declaration in response to China's occupation of Mischief Reef, 
the People's Republic of China and the Philippines attempted to develop 
a bilateral Code of Conduct in 1995, but soon failed. Since then, progress 
in implementing the regional Code of Conduct has been extremely slow. 
 

 
Small chronologies of UN resolutions 

 
 
       AG/729 November 26, 1997 

It concerns deep-sea fishing with large driftnets, unauthorised 
fishing in areas under national jurisdiction and by-catches and discards. 
Through this draft resolution, the Assembly reaffirms the importance it 
attaches to compliance with its resolution 46/215, the provisions of that 
resolution that call for a general moratorium on large-scale pelagic  
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driftnet fishing on the high seas to be fully implemented in all 

oceans and seas of the world, including enclosed and semi-enclosed seas. 
It notes that an increasing number of States and other entities have 
adopted legislation, issued regulations, or taken other measures to 
ensure compliance with resolutions 46/215, 49/116 and 51/36, and urges 
them to fully implement those measures. 
 
       AG/12297 December 8, 2020 

For its consideration of the item, the General Assembly had before 
it the reports of the Secretary-General (A/75/70, A/75/157 and A/75/340) 
and those of the Ad Hoc Working Group on the Regular Process for 
Global Reporting and Assessment of the State of the Marine 
Environment, including Socio-economic Aspects (A/75/362 and A/75/614).  
The Assembly also had before it the letter from the Co-Chairpersons of 
the Ad Hoc Working Group (A/75/232/Rev.1).  

 
Introduction of draft resolutions 
The draft resolution on "Oceans and the law of the sea" (A/75/L.39) 

was introduced by Singapore, which considered the Convention on the 
Law of the Sea, also known as the "Constitution of the Oceans", to be 
one of the most important legal instruments in the world. 
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TOPIC 2: 
 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION THROUGH 
SPACE ACTIVITIES FOR SUSTAINABILITY 

 
 
 
 Space is part of humanity's new frontiers. The appropriation of 
space takes place in two stages:  
 

During the Cold War, the EUA and the USSR engaged in a fierce 
competition. The goals are essentially military (setting up satellites 
capable of preventing nuclear attacks, observing the enemy...) and 
symbolic (being the first in space, on the Moon is a sign of the strength 
of the economic model carried). The space effort is then essentially 
carried by the States. Europe launched the Ariane programme (1973; first 
flight in 1979), so as not to depend on the USA. Since the 1990s and the 
fall of the USSR, the question of the merits of space exploration has 
been raised (particularly in view of the costs involved) and cooperation 
between the space powers has become the rule (the ISS, built from 1998 
onwards, bears witness to this need to work together). Two trends should 
therefore be highlighted.  
“That's one small step for a man, one giant leap for mankind”. 
Neil Armstrong, first man to land on the Moon in 1969. 
 

The multiplication of actors, particularly private ones, is a given. 
They seek to offer agencies the means to exploit space at low cost and 
are part of a movement that aims to make the space enterprise useful 
to the greatest number. To designate this reality of space invested by 
private companies, we now speak of New Space. To put it simply: 
economic logic now prevails over political logic.  

Let us add that alongside these private actors, space is invested 
by the emerging powers, first and foremost China (1st taikonaut in 2003). 
As a result, we can now speak of an arsenalisation of space - Trump 
creating a space army corps, China destroying an unused satellite by a 
missile in 2007 - and the creation of a new space army. 
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The place of the conquest of space in history 
 

The place of innovations 
 

 In the history of mankind, great inventions come from a need to 
facilitate man's daily life. The car, the remote control, the telephones 
allow the human being to optimize his time and energy. Space advances, 
for their part, are the result of very advanced research, in the 1960s, and 
are even the subject of a race. This is how many inventions were born 
throughout the history of the conquest of space. 
 

The numerous space programs such as Apollo or Sputnik saw the 
appearance of the first rockets as well as probes to explore the different 
planets of the solar system, which was a great first at the time. In 1958, 
it is the creation of the first telecommunications satellite with the Score 
mission that will be the precursor of satellite television that we all know. 
As it was a race, it was necessary to have the maximum of spectators, 
and the Telstar 1 mission will give birth to the first broadcast in 
mondovision in 1962 between Andover (USA) and Pleumeur-Bodou 
(France), which will be reused by the Americans during the great manned 
space voyage in 1969. The first satellite positioning system was born in 
1964 and was the precursor of the famous satellite guidance systems 
(GPS), without a doubt one of the best inventions from which all mankind 
has benefited. The decade of the 1970s is full of emotions and discoveries, 
because with the birth of the X-ray space telescope allowing in-depth 
observations, and the first motorized robot on a celestial body, the 
appearance of the first probe to send images of another planet seems 
to have become a normal thing. 

 
The origins 

 
After Hitler came to power and the beginning of the Second World 

War, von Braun carried out research, with a whole team, leading to the  
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manufacture of the famous V2 missile, capable of carrying a one-tonne 
explosive charge more than 300 km from the launch point. 
From September 8, 1944 to March 23, 1945, more than 1,200 of these 
flying bombs fell on the capital of the United Kingdom, London, a real 
nightmare for its inhabitants. 
 
 

 
 

The first flights 
 

The 1950s were a time of perpetual technological progress in long-
distance armament between the United States and the USSR. And it is 
in this context of the Cold War that the project of an artificial satellite, 
an object placed in orbit around our planet, becomes a reality. On 
October 4, 1957, the USSR launched Prosteichii Sputnik 1 ("Simplest 
Satellite No. 1", fig. 2) using an R7 rocket. A simple aluminium sphere 58 
cm in diameter equipped with a radio transmitter, this object becomes 
the first artificial satellite of the Earth. After more than 1,400 revolutions 
of the Earth and a three-month journey in orbit, Sputnik 1 is destroyed 
when it enters the atmosphere.  
 
The scientific aspect of the mission is minimal, this is a real technological 
demonstration for the Russians, a successful demonstration that allows 
us to envisage the satelliteization of a living being.  
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Replica of Sputnik 1, the first 
artificial satellite launched by 
the USSR on October 4, 1957. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On January 31, 1958, the United States demonstrated its mastery of space 
with its first satellite, Explorer 1. 
 

Explorer 1, the first 
artificial satellite by the 
U.S.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The first man in space 
 

Sending a man into space first requires some precautions, and the 
first tests are carried out on animals. On November 3, 1957, the dog 
Laika takes off aboard the Sputnik 2 spacecraft, but the animal does 
not survive the experiment due to a failure of the cooling system. On 
November 29, 1961, the Enos monkey takes off from the United States 
and becomes the first chimpanzee to make a round-the-Earth trip. 
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Reassured by the results of the animals in flight conditions, the first 

human flight is made in the USSR. On April 12, 1961, Yuri Gagarin took 
off from Baikonur and completed a complete circumnavigation of the 
Earth in 1 hour and 48 minutes. He thus demonstrated the feasibility of 
manned space flight, a feat reiterated by the Americans on February 20, 
1962 and John Glenn's flight aboard the Mercury spacecraft (fig. 3). Less 
than a year earlier, US President John F. Kennedy had announced before 
Congress that the United States would succeed in setting foot on the 
Moon in the space of a decade. A project that today seems unfeasible 
in such a short period of time, but which once again rests on the will to 
show American technological superiority over the USSR. 
 

On May 5, 1961, it was the Americans' turn to send a man into space, 
Alan Shepard. But it was too late. The Americans realized with anxiety 
the advance of the Soviets in the conquest of space. On May 25, 1961, 
President John Kennedy announced, in a speech that has remained 
famous, that an American would set foot on the Moon before 1970. The 
race is launched: it is the beginning of the Apollo program. Enormous 
financial means are spent for this task, the equivalent of more than 135 
billion dollars today. 

The bet is held, on July 21, 1969, the Apollo 11 mission puts the first 
man on the Moon: Neil Armstrong. He will pronounce these famous words 
on his descent: "That's one small step for a man, one giant leap for 
mankind. »). 
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In addition to these famous programs, there are many others. Some 

of them aim at the discovery of the planets of the solar system, the sun, 
the observation of more distant stars, or the permanent presence of men 
in space: 
- The American space shuttle (space shuttle in English) is a space shuttle 
designed and used by the United States, whose first flight took place on 
April 12, 1981. It is the first craft of this type, capable of taking large 
satellites into low orbit and eventually back to Earth. 
- The Mir program is a station capable of housing up to six crew members 
for several months in space. It was launched in 1986 and destroyed in 
2001. 
- The International Space Station (ISS) is a space station built and 
assembled in collaboration between several countries. It is in orbit around 
the Earth at an altitude of about 386 km. It is the replacement for Mir. 
- The Hubble Space Telescope, a telescope in orbit at an altitude of 
about 600 km. It was launched on April 24, 1990 by a NASA space 
shuttle. 
 

Timeline 
 

1957 October 4 - The Soviet Union launched the first satellite, 
Sputnik, into space. 
November 3 - The Soviet spacecraft Sputnik 2 was launched 
with a dog named Laika on board. Laika did not survive the 
voyage. 

1958 January 31 - Explorer 1 was the first satellite launched by the 
United States when it was sent into orbit on January 31, 1958. 

1960 August 19 - The Soviet craft Sputnik 5 was launched, carrying 
the dogs Strelka and Belka. They became the first living beings 
to survive a trip into space. 

1961 April 12 - Russian cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin became the first 
human in space. 
May 5 - Astronaut Alan Shepard became the first American in 
space. 
May 25 - President Kennedy challenged the country to put a 
man on the moon by the end of the decade. 
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1962 

 
February 20 - Astronaut John Glenn became the first American 
in orbit. 
June 16 - Valentina Nikolayeva Tereshkova became the first 
woman in space. 

1965 March 18 - While tethered to his spacecraft, cosmonaut Alexi 
Leonov became the first man to walk in space. 
June 3 - Astronaut Ed White became the first American to walk 
in space. 
July 14 - The spacecraft Mariner 4 transmitted the first pictures 
of Mars. 

1966 February 3 - The Russian spacecraft Luna 9 became the first 
spacecraft to land on the moon. 
June 2 - Surveyor 1 became the first American spacecraft to land 
on the moon. 

1967 January 27 - Astronauts Gus Grissom, Ed White, and Roger 
Chaffee were killed in an accidental fire in a command module 
on the launch pad. 
April 24 - Cosmonaut Vladimir M. Komarov was killed in a crash 
when the parachute on his Soyuz 1 spacecraft failed to deploy 

1968 September 15 - The Soviet spacecraft Zond 5 was launched and 
later became the first spacecraft to orbit the moon and return 
to Earth. 
December 21 - Apollo 8 was launched, and later her 
crewmembers became the first men to orbit the moon. 

1969 July 20 - Neil Armstrong and "Buzz" Aldrin became the first men 
on the moon. 

1970 April 11 - Apollo 13 was launched. 
December 15 - The Soviet Venera 7 became the first probe to 
land on Venus. 

1971 July 30 - The moon rover was driven on the moon for the first 
time. 
November 13 - The Mariner 9 probe became the first craft to 
orbit another world - Mars. 

1972 December 11 - Eugene Cernan and Harrison "Jack" Schmitt 
became the last men to walk on the moon. 
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1973 

 
May 14 - The U.S. launched its first space station, Skylab. 

1977 August and September - Voyagers 1 and 2 were launched. 
(Voyager 2 was launched before Voyager 1, but Voyager 1 was 
on a faster trajectory.) 

1984 February 3 - Astronaut Bruce McCandless became the first man 
to take an untethered spacewalk. 

1985 August - Voyager 2 began transmitting images from Neptune. 
1990 August 24 - The Space Shuttle Discovery deployed the Hubble 

Space Telescope. 
1992 September 12 - Mae Jemison became the first African American 

woman in space. 
1995 December - The Galileo probe began transmitting data on 

Jupiter. 
1997 July 4 - The Mars Pathfinder arrived on Mars and later began 

transmitting images. 
1998 20 November – Lunch of ISS 
2000 February 14 - The U.S. Near Earth Asteroid Rendezvous (NEAR) 

spacecraft began transmitting images of the asteroid Eros. 
2001 April 28 - American Dennis Tito became the first tourist in space 

after paying the Russian space program $20,000,000. 
2003 August 25 - NASA launched the largest-diameter infrared 

telescope ever in space, the Spitzer Space Telescope. 
2004 January 14 - President Bush proposed a new space program that 

would send humans back to the moon by 2015 and establish a 
base to Mars and beyond. 

2010 October 10 - Virgin Galactic, a private company, announced the 
successful first manned glide flight of the VSS Enterprise. This 
vehicle is a suborbital plane designed to take private citizens 
on suborbital space flights. 
October 11 - President Barack Obama signed legislation 
focusing NASA’s efforts on exploring Mars and the asteroids. 
December 8 - A private company named SpaceX launched a 
spacecraft into orbit and returned it to earth safely. It was the 
first non-government organization to accomplish this. 
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2011 

 
July 16 - NASA's Dawn spacecraft became the first man made 
craft to orbit an asteroid.  
November 26 - NASA launched Curiosity, the biggest, best 
equipped robot ever sent to explore another planet. It will reach 
Mars in 2012. 

2012 May 22 - SpaceX, a commercial space company, launched its 
Dragon C2+ mission to resupply the International Space Station 
(ISS).  
August 6 - NASA's Curiosity rover successfully landed on Mars. 
As large as a car, it carried an array of advanced new 
instruments and experiments. 

 
 

 
 

Space nowadays 
 
A fierce techno and economic competition: 
 

Alongside the major international programmes carried out in 
partnership (International Space Station, space exploration, Alma  
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observatory...), the major countries are engaged in fierce competition 
likely to push one or other of the competitors into the ropes. 
This is once again the case in the launcher field between the United 
States - which propelled the Falcon 9 onto the commercial market - and 
Europe, the current world leader in competition for more than a decade, 
with Ariane 5. This leadership was challenged with Falcon 9 by the 
private company SpaceX, created by billionaire Elon Musk, but strongly 
supported by NASA. 

Competition is intensifying following the arrival of private players 
but also new countries such as China. The satellite design market is 
growing in importance thanks to the many possible applications and the 
need to rationalise costs. The commercial market, from design to placing 
in orbit, is set to become increasingly competitive. Indeed, this segment 
is emerging as a growth driver for companies that have been focusing 
exclusively on military and institutional satellites. Moreover, and in 
contrast to the military-institutional market, this segment is growing with 
ever-increasing needs on the part of cable operators. The development 
of global internet connection projects or space tourism offers important 
potentials. Technology is at the heart of the competition; R&D is 
therefore a key factor in this high added value market. 
 

Since the cold war, the space sector has been dominated by the 
United States and Russia (formerly the USSR). These two entities have 
provided access to the Moon, and by robots to planets as far away as 
Mars. However, this space monopoly has been challenged by the rise of 
emerging countries and the introduction of the private market into the 
space equation.  
 

The European Space Agency (ESA) has a record budget to finance 
its future programmes, a massive investment designed to remain a space 
giant in the face of the rise of the United States and China, in a sector 
shaken by the explosion of new players. "This is a giant step for Europe, 
fifty years after the landing on the Moon", Jean-Yves Le Gall, President 
of CNES, the French space agency, was pleased to say. 
 

The 22 ESA member countries, meeting in Seville, allocated a total 
of 14.4 billion euros to future space programmes over a period of three 
to five years. "I am happy, this is more than what was asked for (€14.3 
billion)", ESA Director General Ian Wörner told a press conference. It is 
a record budget in the history of the intergovernmental organisation  
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founded in 1975, to which the European Commission has been added 
(€16bn over seven years). The threat to European space does not 
necessarily come from identified competitors such as the Americans in 
Space X. Quietly, slowly but surely Asia is pushing its pawns. In 2017, 
China will have put 44 tonnes of satellites into orbit, compared with 59 
tonnes for Arianespace. Beijing is forcibly developing an ambitious space 
programme worth a billion euros a year. 
 

China relies on its family of Long March launchers, which has 
already totalled more than 272 shots. The Middle Kingdom, which faces 
strong satellite requirements in the years to come, will therefore use its 
own launchers without calling on historical players such as Ariane, for 
example. India is not to be outdone, since last year the national space 
agency (ISRO) successfully launched a rocket that put 104 nanosatellites 
into orbit at once (664 kg in total). Since 1999, ISRO has also fired 79 
foreign satellites thanks to very competitive prices. 

The air transport industry has been transformed over the last 
twenty years by the rise of low-cost companies. Space will not be spared. 
The troublemaker of the sector is called Space X. Launched in 2005, it 
has seriously shaken up the market and its European leader Ariane. This 
American company was created by the billionaire Elon Musk, also 
founder of Paypal (which he resold), Tesla electric cars and the 
Hyperloop hyperspeed public transport system, notably installed in 
Toulouse Francazal. With its family of Falcon launchers, Space X breaks 
prices. While the price of a launch is invoiced on average 61 million 
dollars by the American, the competition is charging 92 million dollars, 
i.e., 50% more. Space X has significantly reduced its costs by accelerating 
development timing, streamlined its supply chain and streamlined its 
horizontal integration line. Costs will be further reduced with the recovery 
of the launchers, which will be able to return to Earth after their mission. 
This capability would allow Space X to bring its rates down to $2,500 
per kilogram put into orbit, compared with the 5,000 to 10,000 euros for 
Ariane 6 expected in 2020. A truly low-cost offer. While last February 
the spotlight was on Falcon Heavy, the largest launcher in the family 
capable of carrying 22 tonnes of satellites, the core of the range remains 
Falcon 9. The rocket became the most fired in 2017 with 18 launches 
compared with 11 for Arianespace, all vehicles combined (Ariane, Soyuz, 
Vega). 
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The different space institutions in the conquest 
of space 

 
The American space programme: NASA 

 
 NASA (or the National Aeronautics and Space Administration) 
came into being on 29 July 1958, at the height of the Cold War, pitting 
two belligerents, the United States and Russia, against each other. Its 
main objective was to regain ground on the Soviets in the race for space. 
The American space programme's mission is to carry out various civil 
astronautics’ projects. Science will then undergo an unprecedented  
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evolution in the decades to come, thanks to the various missions and 
discoveries carried out by the Americans. 

Manned space flight, for which the United States became famous 
with the first men on the Moon in 1969, remains the main activity of the 
programme and alone accounts for 50% of the annual budget (an 
average of 8 billion dollars) for each financial year. Today, it continues 
with the International Space Station, in collaboration with many 
countries, such as France and Russia. 
 

 
 

Still in space, space probes are sent out every year to study the 
solar system. The most famous programme remains the Mars Exploration 
Rover "Discovery", which has helped discover the secrets of the Red 
Planet. The other planets in the system are also scrutinised. Space 
telescopes are created and used in the field of astrophysics. This in-depth 
study of the stars will make it possible to update knowledge every day 
in the fields of cosmology, fundamental physics, and the behaviour of 
high energies in space. The study of the Sun also remains one of the 
activities of the programme. 

The various satellites placed around the star allow us to collect 
data that will be valuable for predicting the future, but also to 
understand the functioning and structure of the star that sustains us. 
Americans have their heads in the stars, but they have not forgotten the 
blue planet. Indeed, the last activity lies in the study of terrestrial 
sciences, but from a space perspective. 
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The Russian space programme: Roscosmos 
 

After the break-up of the USSR, each member country was obliged 
to create its own space programme. On 25 January 1992, Russia created 
the Roscosmos, better known at the time under the abbreviation RKA, a 
government agency whose activity was in the civil space sector. The RKA 
had a very difficult start, particularly with the economic recession which 
forced them to seek contracts with foreign agencies such as NASA to be 
able to continue their activities. 

With an initial budget of 150 million dollars at the start of its 
activities, space programmes seem to remain a utopia despite the 
attempt to group together companies working in the space sector. Thus, 
to remain viable, the company will enter the aviation field. The missions 
then boil down to observation from satellites and a few probes of space 
and the blue planet. 

It was only with the arrival of a certain Vladimir Putin in power 
that the Russian space programme really took off. In 2002, its budget 
passed the $700 million mark, and it began renovating its various 
satellites. It was a success, because a commitment with the international 
space station was made in the same year. 
 

 
The Cargo Progress 

 
Numerous reshuffles will take place shortly before the second 

mandate of the mythical Russian president, but the most striking will be 
the change of director. The agency had been under the orders of Yuri 
Koptev since its creation and will now be managed by Anatoly Perminov. 
Vladimir Putin himself will hold this position for a certain period of his 
term. The main change also lies in the separation of the aeronautics and 
space divisions. 
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Russian part of ISS 

Over the last decade, changes and reshuffles have been 
commonplace. The multiple technical incidents linked to the archaic 
nature of rockets and satellites will lead to new modernisations including 
an increase in the budget as well. In 2014, it is estimated at around 7 
billion US dollars. Participation in various international programmes is 
the logical consequence. The Russians are participating more and more 
in research in the international space station. Their Soyuz rocket, which 
has undergone the same relftings as their entire array, will once again 
become a reference in terms of capsules for the various journeys. 
 

The European Space Programme: ESA 
 

Today ESA is the third largest space agency after NASA (United 
States) and the Russian Federal Space Agency. This is a logical position 
in view of the power of the European Union. However, the creation of 
ESA is relatively recent since it was not until 1975 that all the countries 
finally agreed on a financing protocol and joint projects. This decision 
followed the failure of the Europa launcher in the 1960s and 1970s. The 
Europa launcher, which came out of the French and British military 
rocket programmes, failed to make any of its seven launches. One of the 
main reasons for its failures was the lack of coordination between the 
teams of the various countries participating in the programme and 
differences of opinion as regards objectives. 
 

ESA was created at the instigation of France, Germany, and the 
United Kingdom. Each country had different objectives which were  
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clearly expressed at the time. They are still the basis of the Agency's 
missions today: 

- France wanted a space launcher. 

- Germany a module of experience in weightlessness 

- The United Kingdom a satellite telecommunications system 
 
With the evolution of technologies, four main axes were then added: 

- The study and exploration of the universe 

- Research on space vehicles (probes, robots, etc.) 

- Coordination of manned flights (international space station) 

- The implementation of a European GPS: Galileo 
 

 
 

Because of their success, ESA's activities are often reduced to its 
Ariane launchers. In less than 20 years, Europe has become a major 
player and then the leader in commercial satellite launches with Ariane 
IV. This was a real feat, since at the same time the United States and 
Russia were struggling to modernise their tools. Today, Ariane 5 shares 
most of its launches with private North American operators. To adapt to 
market developments, a new, more versatile launcher should make its 
first flight in 2020. 
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Launcher Ariane 6 

 

The Chinese space programme: CNSA 
 

With enviable independence in China and greater specialisation 
than its international counterparts, China's national space administration 
has many programmes underway. The CNSA oversees the technical 
aspect of the conquest of space, while the National Space Science Centre 
oversees the entire research aspect.  

The CNSA, which appeared in 1993, is in fact the result of nearly 
50 years of research. It began as soon as Mao took power in the 1950s. 
Assisted by the Russians, the Chinese built their first ballistic missiles, 
before embarking on the design of a launcher. This cooperation still 
exists today, since, like the Europeans, Chinese astronauts are trained in 
Moscow's City of Stars. 

 
Longue Marche 5 
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Like Brazil today or Japan a few years ago, China has been 

developing its own launcher. This is as much with a view to taking a 
significant share of the market for commercial satellite launches as it is 
with a view to being independent in its space research. The perfectible 
reliability of Long March launchers in their early days and the 
emergence of private players has compromised the economic aspect. 
Nevertheless, China is one of the two nations in the world with a launcher 
capable of sending men into space, along with Russia's Soyuz rockets. 

 
The International Space Station: The ISS 

 
The International Space Station (ISS) is a major research 

laboratory. Microgravity is the rule there and allows new experiments to 
be carried out. Cancer research, fluid physics, Earth observation and 
preparation for future space travel are all part of the crew's activities. 
 

 
 

108 metres long and 73 metres wide, the ISS offers 388 cubic metres 
of living space. Its metal structure weighs 419 tonnes. The ISS is in orbit 
around the Earth, at an altitude of between 360 and 400 kilometres. 
Travelling at a dizzying 27,600 kilometres per hour, it circles our planet 
in just 90 minutes. 

The International Space Station is the result of the collaboration 
of fifteen countries, linked by an intergovernmental agreement: The 
United States (main financial backers), Russia, Canada, Japan and 
eleven European countries, including France. The ISS is managed by five 
space agencies: NASA (American), Roscosmos (Russian), ESA 
(European), JAXA (Japanese) and CSA (Canadian). 
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The ISS was originally the result of the merger of three projects: 

the American Freedom station, the Soviet Mir 2 station, and the 
European Columbus laboratory. Its construction began in 1998. In 2000, 
the structure began to receive astronauts on a permanent basis. It then 
continued to integrate additional modules until it reached its current 
configuration in 2011. The total cost to build the ISS was approximately 
$150 billion. 

 

Topics discussed in this committee 
 

Exploitation of resources 
 

 Water is a vital, but scarce and fragile resource. Some regions of 
the world suffer from a significant lack of access to drinking water. This 
means that more than 1 billion people are deprived of drinkable water 
and 2 million people die every year from drinking water in which germs 
of cholera, typhoid and other dangerous diseases develop. Blue Gold 
causes conflicts between states in areas where control of scarce water is 
a source of life and development. Finally, Blue Gold suffers from 
pollution most often caused by agriculture and industrial waste. 
 

Space for water 
Space technologies, in this context, are useful for water quality 

monitoring, meteorological forecasting and in the understanding of 
global water cycles, mapping water courses, and monitoring and 
mitigating the effects of floods and droughts.  Moreover, continuous 
Earth observations from space are crucial to manage water resources 
for the benefit of humankind and the environment, as well as to provide 
important forecasting services to prevent water-related disasters such as 
floods and droughts. 
 

Asteroid Mining 
Asteroid mining, commonly known as space mining, is a new 

breakthrough field for many developed countries because of its potential 
for vast mineral resources. As technology improved in the 21st century, 
countries like Japan had been looking into gathering asteroid dust on 
asteroids close to Earth such as the Itokawa asteroid through rovers and 
other unmanned craft. Furthermore, scientific breakthroughs discovered 
how extra-terrestrial water can be a valuable resource to creating rocket  
fuel. All of these potential economic benefits equate to an estimated 
$700 quintillion in potential industry revenues.2 Current efforts in 
Asteroid mining have led to multiple ventures, such as Elon Musk’s  
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SpaceX-NASA rockets as of June 2020.3 Also, current country ventures 
into space such as China’s efforts to create reusable launch vehicles for 
space mining, strategically planning to massively increase their presence 
in outer space by 2040.4 As countries begin to build capabilities to build 
new rovers and probes, Asteroid mining is a major economic and 
scientific opportunity, with much uncharted legal territory to address. 
 

Through SPECPOL and other relevant space bodies, multiple UN 
bodies have worked to ensure proper legislation of asteroid mining. As 
of 1959, the General Assembly created an ad-hoc committee called the 
Commission on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) as a 
delegated body directly addressing matters of outer space.5 Composed 
of 95 members, the committee is broken down into the Scientific and 
Technical subcommittee and the Legal Subcommittees to address such 
matters related to space use. This committee reports to SPECPOL, as it 
is the overseeing GA body for matters on space. This committee passed 
the Outer Space Treaty (OST) in 1967, declaring the use of space as an 
area of international cooperation and exploration for the benefit of 
humanity, holding states liable for any damages or actions they conduct 
in outer space.  
 

Militarized space 
 

The militarisation of space refers to the development of weapons 
and military techniques in space; it can also include terrestrial anti-
satellite weapons kinetic energy weapons, cyber-attacks, anti-satellite 
missiles, etc. It is moreover the use of one of these missiles that has 
recently been in the news. On 27 March 2019, India destroyed one of its 
own satellites in low orbit with a missile. It was the fourth country, after 
the United States, Russia, and China, to prove its ability to destroy a 
satellite in low orbit. To carry out such an operation, nations must have 
independent access to space and master advanced technologies that 
leave little room for cooperation between states, which makes such an 
achievement rare. 
Anti-satellite missiles (ASATs): Kinetic energy threats, or anti-satellite 
missiles (ASATs), are designed to destroy satellites without placing the 
weapon system or any of its components in orbit.  
Electronic Warfare (EW): includes the use of jamming and spoofing 
techniques to control the electromagnetic spectrum. EW can be difficult 
to attribute and distinguish from unintentional interference. ground 
forces using satellite navigation to determine their location. 
Directed Energy Weapons (Directed Energy Weapons): use directed 
energy to disrupt, damage or destroy enemy equipment and installations. 
These weapons, which can have effects ranging from temporary to  
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permanent, include lasers, high-powered microwaves, and other types of 
radio-frequency weapons.  
Cyber-attacks: Cyberspace is invading all areas of warfare, including 
space; many space operations depend on cyberspace and vice versa. 
 

What has been done? 
 

The two bodies of this UN committee that are most involved in the 
subject matter are:  

 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) 
Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations (C-34) 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) 
A/AC.105/1202 (28 February 2019) 
A/72/20-27 June 2017 
The topics raised by the conference are:  
-Space technology for sustainable socioeconomic development 
-Long-term sustainability of outer space activities 
-Use of nuclear power sources in outer space. 

The Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to continue 
developing "Space 2030", an international cooperation project aimed at 
making space activities and applications one of the drivers of the 
Programme for Sustainable Development to 2030. 

 
Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations (C-34) 
A/C.5/73/19 (25 Junuary 2019) 
 
Administrative and budgetary aspects of the financing of the United 
Nations peacekeeping operations 
 
A/AC.121/2015/INF/1 (10 february 2015) 
Intersessional briefings provided to the Special Committee. 
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